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in keeping the country quiet. Still, as though he foresaw
the need his country was soon to have for Scotland's
goodwill, he began to relax his hold, and with complete
success. " The last two years of his government," it was
said by a Scotchman, "were so mild and moderate, except
with respect to the clergy, whose petulant and licentious
tongues he curbed upon all occasions, that the nation would
not have willingly changed it for any other but that of
their natural prince." Yet his rule was so complete
that in Scotland the great Eoyalist plot that was now
in full maturity could not even show its head. over
